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columns was chiefly a change in the proportions of the
shaft and may be expressed in essentially the same ratios.
In considering the forms of shafts we noticed that the
conical shaft of the early period was abandoned for a more
cylindrical shaft in the later period. Diminution is a
quality in shafts which shows considerable variation
within the same period; nevertheless, a strong diminution
like that of the columns at Corinth, JL of the lower
diameter, would be more normal for an early period than
the almost cylindrical shafts such as those at Nemea,
which show a diminution of only one-fifth of the lower
diameter. Ionic shafts are even more cylindrical through-
out their entire history. Their diminutions vary from
one-sixth to one-eighth of the lower diameters. It is
more difficult to generalize in the matter of the entasis of
shafts. In the Doric style the entasis seems to be strong
in early examples, especially in Sicily and southern Italy.
Later the more nearly cylindrical shaft has correspond-
ingly less entasis. In the Ionic style the entasis was
more delicate than in the Doric. High columns demanded
a stronger entasis than low ones. The following table, taken
from Penrose,1 give the ratios of some Athenian columns.


	ENTASIS IN TEH MS OF LENGTH OF SHAFT.
	ENTASIS IN TERMS OF LOWE it DIAMETER.

Erechtheion ..... Theseiou ......
	TTTgT
	T5T

Parthenon    .....
	Shr
	rSr

Propylaia, small order    . Propylaia, large order Olympieion  .   .   .   .   .
	T0TF
 Jb.
	Tiyir

1 Penrose, 44.